successive stages of a study of the health of all children born during 1960-2 in Newcastle upon Tyne are described from before birth through to school age. The objectives and advantages are outlined. Two further chapters deal with planning related to medical records. One develops an operational syntax of medical records by contrasting the formalities of digital computer operation with the heterogeneity of terms and ill defined functions of medical data. The second deals with the Glasgow linked system of child health records, based on the principles established at Oxford by Acheson. A further topic of considerable interest deals with 'supporting service centres' and relates to those activities of the hospital which could operate on a centralized basis remote from the hospital itself. These activities include sterile supply services, pharmacy, biochemical laboratories, linen service, general supplies, &c. Costs are analysed in relation to the scale of each operation, and problems of communication and transport are fully discussed. Finally, an account is given of the Aston University course in management education for nurses, which is supported by the Birmingham RHB. Of particular interest is the means whereby students are individually attached to outside firms for sixteen weeks as part of management training.
The problems outlined and the methods used for their investigation will interest all those in the health service concerned with administration, medical records, nursing, the organization of hospitals and public health.
P CLIFFE
Abdominal Trauma by Meyer 0 Cantor MD MS FACS FACG pp xvii+212 $9 50 Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thomas 1970 It is always difficult to assess any textbook written for the American market. This book proves no exception. The main reason for this difficulty is the divergent training systems in America and the UK. 'Abdominal Trauma' would be too advanced, in that it covers such a restricted field, for the British undergraduate. For the trainee in general surgery it is almost too basic, in that it reiterates, very briefly, much of the anatomy and physiology covered at primary Fellowship level. Nevertheless, the aspiring general surgeon would gain by spending one or two evenings reading this monograph, if not by purchasing it for reference purposes. Probably its main value in the UK would be to provide a broad outline in abdominal injuries for the trainee in traumatic surgerynot to enable the future orthopeedic surgeon to treat such injuries, but to increase his awareness of, and ability to diagnose, intra-abdominal trauma. There is a striking omission in this volume (presumably related to the specialization so common in North America): no mention is made of urethral injuries in the text (despite a reference in the index). This is a surprising omission in view of the relative frequency of this injury. 1970 When one considers that a barium contrast X-ray is the profile of a cast of the gross pathology of the bowel it is surprising that so few formal correlations between radiological and pathological features of the diseased bowel have been published. This has been rectified in this volume, which is an atlas of a selection of the authors' extensive collection of X-rays and pathological specimens; it deals with all levels of the alimentary tract. Each section of the book is devoted to a segment of the alimentary tract; there is a brief introduction which is almost cursory, followed by case reports which are illustrated by X-rays and the relevant photographs of pathological specimens. The views expressed are generally orthodox, but the authors are less disposed to distinguish between ulcerative colitis and Crohn's disease of the colon than is suggested from British teaching; certainly Plate 314 would in Britain be considered to be Crohn's disease rather than segmental ulcerative colitis. Thus the book presents a large collection of illustrations and is a monument to the industry of the authors. Even so, one doubts whether it will have a wide circulation, for although the book would be useful to browse through and to use for teaching it is a luxury at the price, particularly for a person or department with a limited budget. The authors ofmost of the current texts on clinical virology have nearly all adopted the same style of presentation. Each chapter or section of their books is concerned with a single virus or group of viruses and deals firstly with the intrinsic properties of these agents and then with the various aspects of the diseases they cause. It is refreshing, therefore, to find that the editors of this new book
